Cor Caroli, Double Star in Canes Venatici

Cor Caroli is a wide double star, with a bright white primary star (magnitude 2.9) and a dimmer companion (magnitude 5.5). The brighter star is

called a "magnetic star" because it has an intense magnetic field. It also varies slightly in brightness over a period of 5.5 days. The distance between
these two stars is about 680 astronomical units, and they are about 115 light years away.
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Look "beneath" the curving handle of the Big Dipper, for the brightest star in that area of the sky, which is Cor Caroli. Note that during much of the
spring and summer, "beneath the handle" is actually in a direction that is higher in the sky, as shown below.
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Star hop from www.skyledge.net by Jim Mazur. Star charts created with Cartes du Ciel.
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