Perseus Double Cluster (NGC 869 and 884)

These two open clusters, side by side, are among the most impressive in the entire sky. Each contains several hundred blue-white stars, plus a few
red giants that can be identified by their red-orange color. These clusters are visible to the naked eye as a hazy patch between the stars of Perseus
and Cassiopeia. They are estimated to be about 6800 light years away.
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Once you have located Cassiopeia, use the first two stars of the W shape to make a slightly elongated triangle pointing in the direction of Perseus,
as shown in the chart below. With the naked eye, you might see a hazy spot there, which is the Double Cluster. If not, the clusters will be readily
visible in binoculars or a finderscope. With a telescope, use a low-power eyepiece to appreciate the full extent of this beautiful star field.

< el . B A w0 O | :
o - X * "l ~ . . . o . x .‘. s Kl
o . . ..~‘ el 28 ‘ 3 ) ° l‘ = 5 -
- oCaph o Sthedar S | ~ @Almach W, e s
" Plia e :;"o. ) . . : A . ”
R %+ o4 &7 e : - .
. Cassiopeia R o S . , , . :
d .° X o.‘~ . o ;_ . . . . . ~ . v
.3 ‘ . ) . X - - o . o O .. . =
°" . > . qubah. \ o * . ‘s 3 = ) 3 3 4 1
‘ > e S : S ) e : .
. . = ., ) . o .
: ‘o it : e Algol .
. ) A : -. ‘., .. - °
.. . :’ # K . . a .
I Perseus © . " %
5 ‘ . kel
o ) s 2
. L ' . E - S e ‘ ‘\.
. . . X . 0_ ’ s ‘ 1 p .
: ‘ - ° . . 2 * . . . " 3 < s 2
| rean DR LY : s
~A. e > L | . i s . . fo) e o 0 = . .
. . . N k/') . . . = : k - .
s .. . | e . . o R -

Star hop from www.skyledge.net by Jim Mazur. Star charts created with Cartes du Ciel.
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