
Perseus Double Cluster (NGC 869 and 884) 
 
These two open clusters, side by side, are among the most impressive in the entire sky. Each contains several hundred blue-white stars, plus a few 
red giants that can be identified by their red-orange color. These clusters are visible to the naked eye as a hazy patch between the stars of Perseus 
and Cassiopeia. They are estimated to be about 6800 light years away. 

Find the constellation Cassiopeia, 
which has a distinctive "W" shape 
(although its orientation changes 
at different times of year as it 
circles the north celestial pole). On 
fall evenings, look for Cassiopeia in 
the northeast, where its tilt makes 
it look like a "3", and in the winter 
look high in the north above 
Polaris, where it is oriented like an 
"M". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once you have located Cassiopeia, use the first two stars of the W shape to make a slightly elongated triangle pointing in the direction of Perseus, 
as shown in the chart below. With the naked eye, you might see a hazy spot there, which is the Double Cluster. If not, the clusters will be readily 
visible in binoculars or a finderscope. With a telescope, use a low-power eyepiece to appreciate the full extent of this beautiful star field. 
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