Messier 24 Star Cloud and Messier 23 and 25, Open Clusters in Sagittarius

M24 is a very rich section of the Milky Way about 1.5 degrees across. It is visible to the naked eye, and it is a wonderful sight in binoculars or a
telescope with a wide field of view. It is flanked by two bright open clusters, M23 to the west and M25 to the east. Both of these are nice sights in
binoculars and telescopes at low power. These two open clusters are each about 2000 light years away.
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From the star at the top of the Sagittarius teapot asterism, look 7 degrees to the north-northwest with the naked eye, and you should see M24 as a
large hazy patch several times the diameter of the Moon, a bright section of the Milky Way. From the center of M24, M25 is about 3 degrees east,
and M23 is about 5 degrees west. All three of these objects should be easy to see in binoculars or a finderscope.
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Star hop from www.skyledge.net by Jim Mazur. Star charts created with Cartes du Ciel.
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