Messier 42 and 43, the Orion Nebula

The Orion Nebula is one of the easiest nebulas to find, and it is visible to the naked eye as part of Orion's sword. It is a wonderful sight in binoculars
or any telescope. The human eye has different color sensitivity to dim light than a camera. Most photographs show mostly reds and pinks, but
through a large telescope the nebula is a lime green, with touches of pink. Many new stars are currently forming in this nebula, as seen in some
remarkable pictures by the Hubble telescope. The upper detached portion is designated as M43.

If you don't know how to find
the constellation Orion, first
find the Winter Hexagon,
which is composed of six of
the brightest stars in the sky--
Sirius, Procyon, Pollux,
Capella, Aldebaran, and Rigel.
K On mid-winter evenings,
these stars form a large oval
stretching from low in the
south to nearly overhead. As
spring begins, the Winter
Hexagon sinks toward the
west. The constellation Orion
and its bright red star
Betelgeuse are inside the

» Hexagon.
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< Between Betelgeuse and Rigel
._ -| isarow of three bright stars
that form the belt of Orion.
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Look below the center star of Orion's belt and you should see a row of three dimmer stars, oriented north-south. To the naked eye, the central star
of this group may appear slightly fuzzy. It is the Orion Nebula.
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Star hop from www.skyledge.net by Jim Mazur. Star charts created with Cartes du Ciel.
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