
Messier 45, the Pleiades 
 
Also known as the Seven Sisters, the Pleiades are probably the best-known star cluster, easily visible to the naked eye. Through binoculars or a 
telescope, the brightest stars are dazzling, and many dimmer stars in the cluster are visible. This cluster is only about 430 light years away. The 
blue-white nebulosity that is so apparent in photographs is very hard to see looking through a telescope. Amateur astronomers don't need a star 
chart to find the Pleiades because it is so easy to see, but just in case you don't know where to look, here are the directions. 

 
Find the constellation Cassiopeia, 
which has a distinctive "W" shape 
(although its orientation changes at 
different times of year as it circles the 
north celestial pole). On fall evenings, 
look for Cassiopeia in the northeast, 
where its tilt makes it look like a "3", 
and in the winter look high in the 
north above Polaris, where it is 
oriented like an "M".  
 
As shown here, use the stars of 
Cassiopeia to direct you to the nearby 
constellation Perseus, and its 
brightest star, Mirfak. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The stars of Perseus are fairly bright. The shape I see is some sort of animal with a curved tail. Follow the curving chain of stars that form the back 
leg of Perseus (whether you see the figure as man or beast), and they will point you to the Pleiades. If Perseus is low on the northeast horizon, it 
will be another hour or two before the Pleiades rise. 
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