
NGC 1980, Open Cluster and Nebula in Orion  
 
NGC 1980 is a loose open cluster just south of the famous Orion Nebula (M42) in Orion's sword. It is embedded in a faint nebulosity that is difficult 
to observe visually through a telescope. The cluster consists of triple star iota Orionis (magnitude 2.8) and few dozen stars, the brightest of which 
form the shape of a fish. It is estimated to be about 1800 light years away. 

If you don't know how to find 
the constellation Orion, first 
find the Winter Hexagon, 
which is composed of six of 
the brightest stars in the sky--
Sirius, Procyon, Pollux, 
Capella, Aldebaran, and Rigel. 
On mid-winter evenings, 
these stars form a large oval 
stretching from low in the 
south to nearly overhead. As 
spring begins, the Winter 
Hexagon sinks toward the 
west. The constellation Orion 
and its bright red star 
Betelgeuse are inside the 
Hexagon.  
 
Between Betelgeuse and Rigel 
is a row of three bright stars 
that form the belt of Orion. 
 
 
 
 
 

Look below the center star of Orion's belt and you should see a row of three dimmer stars, oriented north-south. To the naked eye, the central star 
of this group may appear slightly fuzzy. This is the Orion Nebula. Just below it is iota Orionis and NGC 1980. 
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