NGC 6503, Galaxy in Draco

NGC 6503 is classified as a dwarf spiral galaxy because it is relatively small for a spiral, about 30,000 light years in diameter, less than 1/3 the size of
our own Milky Way galaxy. At magnitude 10.2, NGC 6503 appears fairly bright for a galaxy, and at an estimated distance of about 17 million light
years, it is one of the closer galaxies to Earth. It can be seen in even small telescopes. Visually, it has an obvious elongated shape.
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This is a tricky area of the sky to navigate, so look carefully at the chart below. Locate 6 Draconis and x Draconis, two 3rd magnitude stars about 6

degrees apart. Imagine an right triangle with these two stars as the longer side, as shown in the chart, and the third point of this triangle shows the

location of NGC 6503. Through a telescope, an 8th magnitude star 4 arcminutes to the east of the galaxy can help to locate it.
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Star hop from www.skyledge.net by Jim

Mazur. Star charts cre

ated with Cartes du Ciel.
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