NGC 6543 (Caldwell 6), the Cat’s Eye Nebula, Planetary Nebula in Draco

This bright planetary nebula is not very large, but it can be recognized by its distinct blue-green color. If you look closely, it is not hard to see the
central star from which this nebula has formed. Through a large telescope at high magnification, some of the internal structure of the nebula can

be seen.

T v . ) I Start by finding the Big Dipper, one of
\ ° | '«- o . o the most recognizable star patterns in

4 %k . Vega Q' L { the sky. It is part of the constellation

R o . ’ : Lyra. Ursa Major, the big bear. It is shown

Canes \_/enat|c|- o ; o ’ " here roughly as it is orinented in the
| ’ . * L% . e evenings of late summer and fall. Use

J 73 Y e the two pointer stars in the bowl of the

7 ; e g" Big Dipper to find Polaris, the North

; . A 85 \ - Cygnus' Star. Then take a left turn to reach a
e, /.Big Dipper .+ X J Dr‘acq " ® .4 - group of stars that form a twist in the

T——1 ) . . i = ?‘?PED body of Draco, the dragon. The
e ’ | ) - oo brightest star in this group is 6 (delta)
s o] UrsaMajor . i Draconis.
. =]
A o
e oo ufdac
o v e X
..‘
. . o
. : g Camelopardalis :
5 . '?s p . .0 2 .‘

This is a tricky area of the sky to navigate, so look carefully at the chart below. Locate 6 Draconis and x Draconis, two 3rd magnitude stars about 6
degrees apart. Imagine an equilaterial triangle with these two stars as the base, and the third point of this triangle shows the location of NGC 6543.
There are no bright stars in this area, but with a low-power eyepiece the small blue-green nebula should be easy to spot. Then switch to higher

power to see if you can detect any detail in the oval disk or the central star.
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Star hop from www.skyledge.net by Jim Mazur. Star charts cre

ated with Cartes du Ciel.
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