
NGC 7662, the Blue Snowball Nebula in Andromeda 
 
This bright planetary nebula definitely has a bluish tint when observed through most telescopes. Because of its high surface brightness it tolerates 
high magnification well, and can be seen as an oval disk in even small scopes. With medium or large amateur scopes, some detail can be seen in the 
disk. It is estimated to be about 3000 or 4000 light years away, which would make it about 0.5 light years in diameter. 
 

Start by finding the Great 
Square of Pegasus, which 
rises in the eastern sky during 
the early fall evenings, is high 
overhead later in the fall, and 
sinks in the western sky 
during early winter. To be 
sure you know how the 
square is oriented in the sky, 
look for the two stars outside 
the northwest corner of the 
square (circled in the chart 
here) that form a small 
triangle with Scheat. Then, 
from the northern edge of 
the Great Square look about 
15 degrees north for a group 
of 4 dim stars in the shape of 
a pie slice. 
 

 
 
Look along the southern edge of the pie slice for the star 13 Andromedae. At magnitude 5.8, it should be easy to see with binoculars or a 
finderscope. Center on this star, and then move just about 1/2 degree to the southwest, and the Blue Snowball should be visible.
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