
NGC 7789 (Caroline’s Rose), Open Cluster in Cassiopeia 
 
This very rich and beautiful cluster was discovered by Caroline Herschel in 1783, and its informal name is in her honor. The strings of stars within 
the cluster resemble the petals of a flower. This cluster is a fascinating object to observe with a low-power eyepiece. It is magnitude 6.7 and covers 
an area of sky about half the diameter of the full Moon. 

Find the constellation Cassiopeia, 
which can be recognized by its 
distinctive "W" shape (although its 
orientation changes at different 
times of year as it circles the north 
celestial pole). On fall evenings, 
look for Cassiopeia in the northeast, 
where its tilt makes it look like a 
"3", and in the winter look high in 
the north above Polaris, where it is 
oriented like an "M". 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once you have located Cassiopeia, look at the two stars that form the last line of the W shape (Caph and Schedar). Use these two stars to form a 
right triangle extending outside the W shape, as shown below. NGC 7789 will be at the third point of this triangle, and it should be easy to see in 
binoculars or a finderscope.
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