NGC 891 (Caldwell 23), Galaxy in Andromeda

NGC 891 is a nice spindle-shaped spiral galaxy viewed almost edge-on, about 27 million light years away. It is about magnitude 10.8 and more than
13 arcminutes in length (almost half the apparent diameter of the Moon). Its bright center is the easiest part to see, but an aperture of 8 inches or

more is probably needed to see its faint pointy arms and dust lane. Using high magnification may help.
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The constellation Andromeda stretches to the northeast from the Great Square, starting at the second-magnitude star Alpheratz. Using the naked
eye, follow the stars of Andromeda east to Almach, magnitude 2. NGC 891 is 3.5 degrees to the east of Almach. To find the spot, it may help to
visualize an isoceles triangle with b Andromeda (magnitude 4.8), as shown in the chart below.
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From www.skyledge.net by Jim Mazur. Star charts created with Cartes du Ciel.
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